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«itl be. -I'm in 
Toull have board that a 
of commercial magnaua has 
farmed to buy. and on behalf of 
lbs city of London prtnut to the 
Crown, the big Indian diamond?" 

I nodded, and pushed the box of 
clearance toward him. 

"WelL" he continued, thoughtfully 
selecting onr. "they are meeting In 
Muorgmie Street tomorrow morula*; to 
rompteie the deal and formally lake 
Over lh« atone. Sir Michael Cayley. 
the' Lord Mayor, wilt be present, and 
be. rwltrf a letter, which haa been 

He fumbled for bta pocket ceae. 

-Here yon are," he and quiet- 

ly passed a Inter to me It read aa 
follow*: 

-To the Right Hon, the Lord Mayor 
of London 

"My Lor<!: Beware that the Blue 
Rajah i* not atolen on Wednesday 
the 11th Inrt Do not lose sight of II 
for on* moment. 

-Tour Lordship* obedient servant. 

-MORIS KLAW." 

"I .tuppota Sir Michael retard* thin 
note with suspicion?" 

-When I told him that Klaw had a 
theory about the Cycle of Crime, and 
hi* letter probably meant I ha I. ac- 
cording to that theory. on Wednes- 
day the thirteenth the Blue llajah 
«ii duo to be lifted, an to speak, he 
laughed Finally, he suggested that 
I ahould rtud out what the warning 
meant exactly. But I couldn't set to 
He Klaw: hi* daughter >atd he waa 
out." 

"J suppose every precaution will he 
taken. You seem to be watching Lb* 
mono pretty closely." 

"Like a cat watchr* u mouse:" be 
rapped. "If any on* .tests the Blue 
K*jah tomorrow, he'll be a clever 
fellow.* 

Bum Khali House. Moorgal* street, 
la built around a courtyard. As a mat- 
ter of fact. Baslnghsll Hoom hi H'- 
algncd for a hotel, but subsequently 
waa rented In suit** of chamber*. 

The office* of Anderson & Broa. are 
on the left aa you enter, and from 
the window of the chief* sanctum you 
may look down into the courtyard 

The room chosen for the meeting 
on Wednesday morning, however, waa 
one opening off this. In common with 
the adjoining; office— aa 1 have said, 
that of the chief— It had a eecond 
door, opening mi a corridor. 

Thla Utter door. however. waa 
never used and waa always kept dou- 
ble locked. Thus, lha doorway from 
(he other offlc* waa really 11* only 
means of entrance or trim A large 
window offered a prvapect of the 
courtyard. 

At a quarter to eleven on Wednrs- 
day morning Mr. Anderson lone of Ike 
i-My aldermen) entered hi* own pri- 
vate office from th* corridor. He wag 
accompanied by Sir John Cairo rv. Mr. 
liautnml Chlnje and inspector Gtlnts- 
i,v Then* three had coma with him 
from the safe-depoalt vaulU. Mr. An- 
deraon had possession of the case con- 
taining the diamond 

in the office, already awaiting the 
party, were Sir Michael Cay ley (the 
I.ord Mayor). Mr. Morrison Dell, of 
the Goldsmiths and Silversmith* Com- 
pany. Sir Vernon Rankin (ex-Lord 
Maynrl. Mr. Werner of the great en- 
gineering firm, and Mr. Anderson, Jr. 

■We are all present. gentlemen." 
■old Mr. Anderson, "But before we 
proceed 1" the bualneaa which bring* 
ua here, we will enter the Inner room 
where me shall be quit* private." 

Accordingly th* party of eight past- 
ed th'ough the doorway and Mr. An- 
drreon. sr.. entering last, relocked the 
door behind him. Inspector Ortm*by 
remained alone in th* private nine*. 

The company being seated. Mr. An- 
derson, by the table, rose and aald: 

"tientlemen. our busineiM this morn- 
ing can be briefly dealt with. I have 
hero" — he produced a leather cage, 
opened it. and pieced It on th* table 
before him— "lh* diamond known as 
the Blue Rajah- 
He paused, raising the diamond from 
it. receptacle, and holding It In his 
band. The sunlight, pouring In through 
the window, struck flame-speare 
from the wonderful thing. 

"In fact, gentlemen," he concluded, 
"ihe Slue Rajah la a fitting ottering 
for the city of London to make to the 
I'rnwn." 

"Hear, hear!" chorused the others. 
->:- 1 the diamond was paused from 
hand lo hand 

The formal business of making over 
the stone to the committee waa then 
transacted. A huge check was placed 
In the pocket case of Mr. Gautaml 
'Turtle, autographs were affixed to two 
formidable documents, and the Blue 
Rajah became the property of the 
loyal city of London. 

"Tou »**." said Sir John Carron. 
holding the stone daintily between 
thumb and forefinger und pointing, 
lecturer fashion, "the diamond Is per- 
fectly proportioned. being a full 
Ihree-flftha as deep sa It Is broad." 

Blr John turned and tenderly laid 
the diamond In Its case. At that mo- 
ment exactly arose « blood-curdling 
►cream In the courtyard, below. 

"Good Lord" cried Mr. Werner. 
-What is thatr I 

There was a crowded rush to the 
window — thuar In th* second' rank 
peering over the head* and shoulders 
of those In the first. The hnrild cries 
continued in a choking yet ehrUI cre- 
scendo. 

-Ah" God In heaven I Tou ar* kJJl 

log m«: No: No* 



tb* 


"the 


"It is some on* In the *rehway*" 
to id Kir Vcrnc.n Rankin, excitedly. 
•Van any of you see him?" 

No one could, though all craned 
necks vigorously. 

"Unfortunately the window cannot 
1 . opened." cried Mr. Anderson. "The 
eaten haa lammed In some way. I am 
baring II removed Immediately." 

The cries ceaaed. People were run- 
ning about below, and the blue uni- 
form Of a city constable showed 
among lha group In the archway. 

Tit run down and see what has 
happened.'" said Mr. Chlnje. stepping 
to the door which opened on Ihe cor- 
ridor "Hello* It la lockedr- 

Toang Mr. Anderson turned to him 
with a smile. 

"Both door* are locked. Mr. Chtnj*." 
h* aald "For the time being we are 
virtually prisoners.™ 

-Give me the case," said his fathee. 
selecting the key of the door com- 
mantrallng with his private ofllc*. 
-There ts no occasion for further de- 
lay/ - 

Lord Mayor turned from 

which he yet was 


-Certainly not!" 
"Then who haa ItT" 
No one had li_ But the case was 

empty. 

Mr. Anderson replaced th* key* In 
hi* pocket. HI* ruddy face suddenly 
hoe) grown pale. Blr Michael Cay ley. 
the empty case in his hand, stood star- 
ing across th* room Ilk* a map daxed. 
Then he forced speech to his lip*, 
•lien lie men." he said, "sine* it hi 
Physically Impossible for the diamond 
to bar* left this roam. Id this room 
it must be searched for — and found. 
1*1 rat. Is It by any chance upon the 
floor?" 

A brief examination showed that it 

wax not. 

•Then," continued Sir Michael, the 
painful conclusion Is unavoidable thai 
it is upon, some one's person!" 

An angry murmur arose, Mr. An- 
derson raised hla hand. 

"Gentlemen," ha aald, "Blr Michael 
states no more than th* fact " 

And, hla far* remaining very pals- 
he removed hi* coat *nd waistcoat 
and threw them upon th* table, emp- 
tied hla trousers pocket* and turned 
cut the linings. 

■ Be good enough to examine them, 
gentlemen," he said. 

There waa a momentary hesitation : 
but the Lord Mayor stepped forward 
and In a businesslike way examined 
the content* of the several pocket*. 
He turned to Mr. Anderson. 

-Thank you," he said. "If lb* other* 
•r- satisfied. I am" 

There was a murmur of aasent. and 
at ins owner of tb* croc* picked up 
his property. Sir Michael, in turn, sub- 
mitted himself to examination. 

All Ihe others followed ault with- 
out further hesitation And tb* re- 
sult of the inquiry waa nil. 

Eight anxlou* 
Utile labia. 

-1 suggest.- Mid Mr. 
quietly, "that we admit the detectlv*. 
Ills eiperlenc* m*>y enable him to suc- 
ceed where we have failed.** 

All agreeing, the communicating 
door waa opened. Mr. Anderson, with- 
out quitting the room, called to In- 
spector Grimsby. Th* Inspector en- 
tered The door wa» rob 

■ Inspector." said Mr. A 
diamond is missing'" 

Whereupon Grimsby * eyes 
widely in amaaement. 

"Are you sure, air"" * 

"l'n fortunately. 1 cannot doubt It" 

"When did you last sea ItT" 

"At ihe moment when thai uproar 
broke out. below." said Mr. Del I. 

-Ah. murmured Grimsby, thought- 
fully. "Tou all rushed lo th* window. 
I expect?" 

"Kxactly." 

"Leaving the diamond on the table?" 

"Tea." • 

■That"" when It waa atolen V 

"Very possibly. Inspector," .eld the 
Lord Mayor, a stoutly built man with 
sn imperious manner. "But who took 
It and where did he conceal It T" 

"Tou must all submit to b* search- 
ed, gentlemen!" 

"We have already don 

"I am more used to 
thing. Do you all agree to 
searched by me?" 

All did The previous per forms nee 
was repeated. Grimsby not only 
searched the garments, but passed hla 
hands all over the persona of th* 
eight, even making thera open their 
mouths and tapping at their teeth 
with a lead pencil! 

But no diamond vu found! 

Having convinced himseir that th* 
diamond was not upon the person of 
any one present. Inspector Grimsby 
took but two or three minutes p 
satisfy himself that It was not con 
craled elsewhere. 

"Gentlemen," he said slowly, "th* 
Blue Rajah Is not In this room 

The Lord Mayor glared. He was • 
director of Ihe company with which 
the diamond was Insured 

"Then we are wasting precious 
time," cried Sir Michael. "Commence 
the pursuit at once. Inspector*" 

Grimsby's Jaw shot out doggedly 

-If you could give m* a hint where 
to l»gin. sir." he said, "1 shouldn't 
waste (mother second." 

"Hang It all, that'* your business, 
my man!" 

"I know It is. sir. But I'm only 
* poor human policeman, after all 
We sha n't gain anything by getting 
angry, shall weT* 

Sir Michael softened. Inspector 
Grimsby ta not a man who can be 
browbeaten. 

"Quite right. Inspector." be said. "I 
recocnta* the difficulties. But Ihls 
tea* Is horrible. It reflects upon all 
of us— all of us! It th* new* of thla 
theft leaks out — If the atone cannot 
be recovered — a certain stigma (I 
cannnt blind myself to th* fact), a 
certain stigma will attach to our com- 
mercial Integrity. Clean as l ur records 
are. we cannot escape It For God* 
sake. Inspector, set your wit* to 
work '" 

Indeed, those were anxious faces 
that surrounded Ihe detective. Sudden- 
ly 

"Ah"' cried th* Lord Mayor, the 
man Klaw! On his own showing he 
knows something of this mailer! Mr. 
Grimsby " 

Grimsby held up his hsad snd nod- 
ded. 

"With your permission, genllemen." 
he said, "I will try lo get Inlo com- 
motiicsllon with Moris Klaw at once * 

"Good." said Mr. Andersen; "and 
meanwhile, while we await th* raault 
of your effort*. Inspector, r suggest, tn 
the Interest* of all that we lunch in 
my olflc*. It may be Inconvenient for 
many of you. but for my own part I 
am anxious to remain tin these prem- 
ises until we pave new* of the where- 
abouts of the diamond " 
— JjB thi* way, then. 1 round myself 
concerned In the case— for Grimsby 
hastened to call me up. begging me 
to urge the retiring Moris Klaw to 
quit his Wapplng haunt, to which he 
clung like Diogenes to his wooden 
cavern, and tn Journey io Moorgate 
street. 

tSlnrr evidently he had apprehended 
that nn sttempt would be made this 
morning, I did not doubt that he would 
be at home. Indeed h* rang me up 
less than half an hour later and ar- 
ranged In meet me at Mr. Anderson's 


." THE BLUE RAJAH 


opened the door of the other cab. Ha' 
h within? *cco^ng"hor' f all uS 
'7nd U Vd*l£* B no 


to ■ qm 

Of ancient 
could have looked more queenly 
than I sis Klaw — no Hatahepau could 
have carried herself more regally. 

She wore a dark. c1o**-Attl»g out- 
turn* 1 and «raln* furs, la contrast 
to th* anowy pelts, her large, black 


ryes und perfect 
a study for th* 


Incident 


to occur, but when I 
It la to be brought 
will touch it, 

lan^r""!?* W 
lory repeated 

"The** incident* — " again he waved 
his hands — -proceed la cycles. I 
warned you. But It waa perhaps in- 
evitable. The cycle of crime is a* In- 
evitable and Immutable aa the eycls 
of th* age*. Hart's will haa no power 
It- 


sound Is allowed wlthln—or without. 


the other gsotl 
Grimsby. "They'll be anxious to gat 
about their business, too. There'* air 
John Carron from th* India Offlc* and 
Mr. Oautaml ColDjw— th* gash war's 
r*pre**ntatw*.- 
"Of course — certainly." reused Mori* 
of course, too, they will 


There ar* speech** so sntlrsly un 
• vpacted thai their effect is uaappre 
elabl* until som* little tin* after lb* 
utterance, Thl* speech of Mori* Klaat'e 
was or that d-scrlptloa. . 

For som* moment* no ana seemed to 
grasp axactly w-iat he baekgaald. sim- 
ple though hat word* bad been. Then 
II wag borne home to us — that gro- 
t**ou* declaration: and I think t have 
never seen men mors *ca***d. 

Could he be Jesting? 

"Mr. Klaw!" began Sir Jobs Car- 
ron 

But: "On* moment. Sir John.' 
itrruptad Klaw, "Let all remain ber* 
for op* moment. I shall return." 

While we stated Ilk* so many fools 
ks shuffled from th* office with hla 
awkward gait. 

hla 


"I warned him, that Lord Msyor," 
came bis rumbling Continental lone* 
along the wire, "how he must not let 
It out of his Bight. He Ignored me. So! 
Ring him up Immediately and tell him 
to have ready for me hot black coffee 
It stimulate* the Inner perception 
tea la not obtainable." 
We arrived at Saslnghall 


presence of Inspector Grimsby at the 
entrance, there was nothing to show 
that a stupendous robbery had been 
committed thera l*s* than an hour be- 



"In. held her b«k. thi. foolith pit.!" 


beauty enhanced by all the art of th* 
Ru* dn la Palx — -was a rare exotic one 
would not have sought In the neigh- 
borhood of Wappiag Old St.lra 

Bui her rather afforded a contraarj coffe*,' Myself, vay 


at ieaat n singular as her residence 
Behind this seductive vision he ap- 
peared, enveloped tn his caped coal, 
hi* yellow -bearded facs crowned by 
th* brown derby of early Victorian 
pattern— Indeed apparently of early 
Victorian manufei ture 

We pasted on— and many a clerkly 
glance followed th* furry flgure of 
lals beneath the archway Hemmed In 
by offices, a certain quietude prevailed 
lu the courtyard. 

"It la a chilly morning." aald Mori* 
Klaw: "but here we will stop and 
talk." 

Accordingly Crimahy related the 
known facts of the ease, more often 
addressing hla Wury to the girl than 
to her father, 

"Tee. yesy" grow ted Ihe latter when 
th* tale vu told "And this crying 
out, this screaming of murder — what 
occasioned it?" 

'ThaCs the mystery'" explained the 
detect! v*. "I wish I had run out si 
■nee. I might have learned something. 
A« It Is. sit I can find nut amounts to 
nothing. The clerk* and porters and 
other people who came flocking to the 
scene found no one her* who knew 
anything about It." 

"The screamer was missing, eli"" 

"Vsnlshed ! t cas t help thinking II 
was a ruse — though what anybody 
profited by It Isn't clear." 

"It 1* nol clear, you say?" rum bleu 
Moris Klaw. "Ah. you have a fog oT 
the mentality, my frl*nd!~ 

rirlmsby flushed. 

Moris Klaw pulled reflectively at 
his scanty beard 

"We shall see." he rumbled, "Let 
us ascend " 

We entered Ihe lift and went up io 
the office of Anderson A Bros, The 
presentation commute* was swatting 
the mysterious Moris Klaw. but hao 
not anticipated a visit from a pretty 


man of powerful mind, one of pene- 
trating tad unusual intellect. 

"I will as* yen." replied Moris 
Ku» . "to hare sgxtt la to me tht black 


daughter. 


Mr. 


Searlrs. snd Mr 
th* mom (rom which 
place ~ 

"Tou wouid wish us to remain here- 
asked Mr Anderson, glancing at the 
others. 

"I would so wish It-yea" 
"I hope. Mr Klaw." said Sir Ml 
rhsel Csyley. that you will not hesi- 
tate In send me all account of ) our 
fee and expenditures." 

"I ahatl not so hesitate." replied 


•en I the gsekwsr— lb* vender; and 
Sir John Carron— he might he so good 
Make Ibnse arrangement*. Mr. Grims- 
by, and 1*1 nothing again dtsturb 
DJ*- 

Wa left him, returning to the outer 

himself 


mud. smiled at us with a aort of pity- 
lag acorn for our stupidity. 
Moris Klaw returned 
"Let me see." he rumble<l reflec- 
tively; "hav* you. Sir John Carron or 
Mr Chime, a specimen of tht hana- 
wrttlng of Ihe llaekw.r of Nlxam?- 
dir John Carron expressed himself CblnJ* and Sir John stared 
willing to remain. "At iti» «mn -po«sit>i>." replied sir 

'If 1 may use your telephone for a I John. 


KM, 


moment. Mr Anderson." he i 
can put off *n engagement." 

Mr. I'htuJ* had no other engagement, 
and Mr. Anderson* duties had de- 
tained him In any evenl 

There was some general but subdued 
Conversation before the real of tne 


Moris Klaw Party left, but Anally Sir John, ChinJe. 

We entered Ihe small roum from j Grimsby. Isle Klaw. and myaelf found 
wbub I lie Blue Rajah had beet, spirit- I oumelve* it. a walling -room on th* 
ed away. opposite sid*- of tb** rorndor, provided 

Grimsby, who was badly puaxlad. w| th refreshments, and Ihe gentlemen 
wan evidently glsd nf Klaw'* ro- , of th* parly with cigar*, white th* 
.Jtier:i!.cu lie wind lose no rredil thai hosnltnbl* and deeply anxious Ander 


They were prepared to adopt to- 
ward the man who would seem to 
have had some foreknowledge of th* 
robbery a certain attitude of suspicion. 
It was amusing to note ihe change 
of front when !>l. entered. 

Moris Klaw angled out th* Lord 
Mayor and the owner or the office 
with unerring Instinct. He 
his hat. 

"Good morning. Mr Anderson." he 
said- "Good morning. Blr Michael. 
Good morning, gentlsman!" - 

"Thl* Is Mr. Moris Klaw," explained 
Glim shy. "and Miss Klaw — Mr. 
Searlea." 

Mr. Anderson hastened to place 
chairs We became seated. Following 
short Interval, Blr Michael Cayley 
cleared hla throat 

"We are— *r— indebted to' you, Mr 
Klaw." he began, "for Uking this 
trouble. But In view of your note to 


Morla Klaw raised hi* hand 
"Bo simple.' he said, while th* com- 
mittee watched htm. pusaled and sur- 
prised— that Is. those who were not 
"I have a li- 
brary, you understand, of 
dealing with such historic asms, 
show you that 1 hava made some si 
of these matters I wilt tell you ths; 
the diamond called the Blue Rajah 
was discovered oa the morning of 
April 13. ItSO. In the Koltur Mine, and 
stolan the nam* evening! The diamond 
Is th* birth.toue of the month or 
ly. Our cabs drew up AVprll. and thi* diamond was Itself 
the other. Except for tb* bom on the thirteen I h of that month. 

— ? ta ttdiyr 

It'a the Ilth of April!" aald 
Sir Michael Cayley with a atari 

of April," rumbled Moris 


A* I 


ilh £ «rbwT°roo ,, c , ioieiy" i 


m tjjtfit bit ru** if i it* « c in w r re r« - 
revered, antl If* nhoti wt *■• contfrmtulAl- 
lnir TilmiM'lfa upon a diplomatic movr. 

"It'll hfyoTtrl hk." h*» Mid. "Hour Th* 
thing wm prrjl t'Ut of the room. With 
thla duur phui, th« wtndovr fialcn*d. 
and llir- oihtr door double lock*-*, U 
It nlvt-ftyn Ik. practically Ihe |iLa<^ 1* 
a *•■ ■ \ 

Mori- Klaw. from Ks hiding place 
in the lining of his hat took oui the 
scent spray and squirted verbena 
upon his forehead. 

"A box — yes." he rumbled; "and so 
■taffy- No air." 

"There's no ventllstton." explained 
firlmeby "That square hoi* over the 
door Is intended for ventilation, but as 
ih-r"* no corresponding aperture over 
ihe window or elsewhere. If* useless 
Anyway it tiuty opens on the pas- 
sage " 

'.th' Voo searched them." indicating 
Ihe committee, "all *iulle thoroughly*" 

"t'ertainty— like Kaffirs. But I dldn'l 
expert to And It." 

"Blessed Is he who expecteth Utile' 
In-, my child, there la some on* 
knocking*" 

lata opened the door communicating 
with Mr. Anderson's oBlce. and 


1 have my instructions, signed by 
him." said Mr t'hlnje. "But not here" 
"At your hotel. ye»*" 
-Tee." replied fhinj* shortly. 
"Then, genllemen," said Klaw. "we 
mu»t adjourn to examine that signa- 
ture." 

"Meetly."* the younger Mr Ander»on 
buret out. "I must protest against 
this' You w'tl j.irdon me. Mr Klaw 
t believe you In he sincere' In your 
effort* on nat heh.ilf. but such an ex- 
pedllion can be no more than a wild 
goose chase' Whai can the gaekwar'a 
signature bav» to do wllh the theft of 
the diamond™ 

"t will tell y*nj something, my fe- 
Al the expiration nf the hour sped- . verish friend." aald Morla Klaw slow- 
fled. 1st* Klaw rose and walked across j ly "The Blue Ilajah Is not on these 
to Mr, Anderson', office. Mr. Ander- ' premie**. It la gone' It went before 1 
eon. his ruddy face— typically that of came If it is ever lo come b«ck you 
a lowland Hcot — a ahade paler than will put on your hat and accompany 
was Its wont l fancy, was glancing me t.> examine the signature io Mr. 
from hie watch to ths clock. I Cblnj.'s Instructions " 

Isis knocked on the inner door. "I mu*l add my proteat to Mr. An- 
opened II und entered. Kir John Car- dersou's," remarked Chlnje "Thla 1* 
ron was watching with mien*, inter- mere waste of tune" 
e*t. Mr. Chlnje mn my »y* and "Mr. iirlmshy." resumed Klaw pla- 
smiled a little skeptically. ] eidty, "It I* a ease to be hushed up, 

Moris Klaw came out with his cspsd I this There musi be no arrests" 


sons piled the table with periodical 
Ulerslore for our entertainment. 


cost on and carrying his derby In 
hi. hand 

"Gentlemen." he said. "I hare se- 
cured a mental negative, somewhat 
foggy, owing in 1 1 lose oth.c thought - 
forma with which thr aimoaphere la 
lndeu But I have Identified him— the 

thi*r:~ 

A sound like a gasp repressed came 
frum somewhere immediately behind 
me. 1 turned Mr. Anderson and Mr, 
Anderson, Jr. stood at my elbow, close 
by were Mr. Chlnje. tlrtmsby. and Sir 


a Wi | v* no 

entered carrying a tray, with a cofTes ""peering 
pat and cup upon It. 

-tjood." said Moris KI: 
nut steep En This room. Mr Kearlea, It 
1* difficult to steep tn lb* morning and 
I cannot wait for night I shall all 
here at this table Tor on* hour with 
my mind a perfect blank. I shall think 

"^^r secure many alien Impres- 
sion* of horror at finding the Blue 
RaJ.ih to be missing. That is unavoid- 
able- But 1 hope, among all these, to 
find that other thought-thing — ths fear 
of the robber at th* critical moment 
of hi* rrlavs! That ahould be a co- 
gent and forceful thougtti— keener 
and therefore stronger lo survive — he- 
cause II Is a thought of danger, hut 
of gain—than th* thoughts of loss 
H ith which thl. aimoaphere I* laden," 
He stood up, removing his eapad 
coat and revealing th* shabby tweed 
suit w'hlch h* wore. A big Krencn 
knot of black silk looked grotesquely 
out of place beneath his yellow lace 
with lis edging of toneless beard. 

fully upon that "chair* b" y i^°*vrind"ow; 
I will sit there." 

ill trashy stepped forward to assist. 

"No. no!" said 1st*, but smiled en- 
chantlngly. "So hand but mine must 
touch It until ray father has secured 
his impression'" 

She laid the coat upon the chair, 
completely covering It— and Moris 
Klaw aat down. 

"Another cop of coffee." he said, and 
hi* daughter poured one oat and hand- 
•4 It to him. "This la Java coffee and 
truly not coffe* at all. Thire la no 


John Carron. 
"Who anort*- 


runil.lMl Moris Klaw. 
through his plnceneg. 
Not I," said Sir John, staring about 


denied having lit- 


I shall | him 

We ail. in turn 
tered the sound 

"Then there I. in thl* offlc* a ghost." 
declared Klaw, "..r a liar*" 

"Kxcus* me. Mr K1aw - began Mr. 
Anderson, with some heal 

Mori* Klaw raised hi* hand His 
daughter's magnlltcent eyes biased de- 
fiance at us all, 

"No anger." Implored the rumbling 
voice. "No anger. Anger Is a mis use 
of Ihe emotions. There are present 
eight persons here Scmr on* snorted. 
Eight persons deny the snort U 1* 
a ghost or a liar Am I evident to 
you " 

"Your logic is irrefutable," admit- 
ted the younger Mr, Anderson, glanc- 
ing from face to face. "It pain* me 
lo have lo admit that you are right!" 

In turn I examined ths faces of 
those present 

Urlmsjjy was a m*n wit lea* with 
wonder. Roth the Anderwmi war* em- 
barrassed and angry. 1.1a Klaw was 
scornfully tflumpfcani; her father waa, 
aa ever, nonchalant. 

Sly John Carron looked lit at ease; 
Mr. Chlnje appeared to have changed 
hi* opinion of th* e<c*nirtc Investi- 
gator, and now studied him with tb*) 
calm Interest of th* cultured Orien- 


Khr cried nrlm.by 
"Sir John Carrun will ring UP the 
commissioner and he will say that 
Dstertive Inspector (Irltn.hy baa 
traced the Blue Rajah which was 
stolen, but that for reason* of atate. 
Detective Inspector (irluisby will make 
a eonndevittat report and no arrest r" 
"Really— " began Kir John. 
"Mr. Klsw," cried Andereon, Inter* 
nlptlng excitedly, "you are 
with men whu are faced by a 
ute position' I ask you. a* man 
man. If you know who stole the 
Rajah and shrt- It Is — 

"I reply," rumbled Morla Klaw. 
"that I inspect who stole it: that I am 
doubtful how It was stolen, and that 
when I have examined th* gaekwar'a 
signature I m*y know where it Is™ 

HI* reply had a lone or finally quite 
unanswerable. 

air John got Into comanun teat Ion 
wllh the commissioner a* desired by 


-Allow me. Mr. Chlnje,' 
t>y. stepBin, forward. 

No. no!" rumbled 
•III 
droj 
not 

and lals will 
with m* to 
raat la Mr. 
restore ma' 
That 


key. 

I did so. and Cblnjl . 
To my great surprise, b. enured Bm . 

To my greater surprktw, Morla Klaw. 
scorning my assistance and apparently 

MB?Vr)' n * u »-'*-ry. rapidly follow*! 

Th* r.st of oa flocked behind. po . 
•saaad with a sens* of 
pending. W« urn, 
P*nded. 

Chi* thing, a* I enured the 
sitting room, struck my vision 
* »*n**tlos almost of physical shock 
" -* r »*- empty parrot cag* 
standing on the table* 

I had an Impression that ChiaJ* 
dashed forward In vain attempt to 
conceal th* cag* before Marls Klaw 
I saw. aa on* aeaa Sarorea in 
pretty, fair-batrad girt la 



Hindu had leaped lo an 


entered, 
a dream. 

the room. 
Then (1 

I: 

■Quirk'" cried K'ew m « loud vote. 
"Th* door! the door!" 

If* brushed th* girl aald* with a 
xw.ep of his arm and hurled himself 
against the locked door. 

"Mr. Grimsby' Mr. Searlea: Horn 
one? Help with thl* door— I. is bold 

h *Th^nn*r h m*^nJng ,, f*T 
a mystery lo us 'alt. but the urgency 
of Moris KJ*w'* instruction* brooked 
no denial. With a shrill scream the 
girl had thrown herself upon htm. hut 
Jets, exhibiting unsuspected strength, 
drew her away. 

Then «lr John Carron Joined KIsw 
at th* door, and they applied thele 
combined welahla to th* task of forc- 
ing It .IK. 

Once tbey put their shoulders to It. 
twice — and there w as a sound of tear- 
ing woodwork; a third time — and It 
flew open, almost precipitating them 
both Into Ihe room beyond. 

Hard on the din of th* opening rang 
th* crack of a pIMel shoL A wisp of 
smoks cm* floating out. 

"Ah, Just Cod!" sa 'd Moris Klaw 
hoarsely. "We ar* too late*" 

And at his words, with a leap tike 
that Of a wild thing, th* fair girl 
broke from 1st* and. paaalng us all. 
entered the room beyond- 
Awed *sd fearful, we followed and 
looked upon a pitiful scene. 

Uauumi Chlnje lay dead upon the 
floor, a revolrar yet between hi* 
nerveleaa fingera and a red .Bat in 
his temple 

Beside him knelt (he girl, plucking 
with both hands at her lower Hp. her 
(aea as white aa paper and her *y„ 
glaring Insanely at the distorted fea- 
tures 

she kept whispering tn a 
. -"my dear**.t, what t. the 
matter? t have the diamond — I ha v. 
in my bag. What la It, my dear- 


W* got her sway at last. 

"Ha had only been ta London six 
month*, ' Mori* K.sw ruaakasd in my 
S£ > nd ; JW " •** she aSored him- 
■^^^ n,nl V » ■» wonderful 

akellk*. th* power of fascination 

m* Hindu* havs over w-. men— and 
stwwy* over blondes. Mr. Saarle*. al- 
ways blondes It Ig a psychological 
problem." 

Ho ended the case of the Blue Rajah 
robbery, one of the most brief In the 
annals or Mon. Klaw. The great dia- 
mond ws round In Ihe girl's handh» B 

*™?S?3 £- »- SS*w9! J*™< _ruhhe- 
COVrriTIJH" ~ 


ntaxrentb 


to fit II. 


Tou a**." explained Moris KIsw 
later to his wondering audience, "this 
girl — 1 have yet to find out who she 
is—was. I so assume, married to Mr 
Chlnje He would, or course, have de- 
si-rted her directly he returned to In- 
dia. But here at the Astoria she was 
known as Mrs Chlnje. 

Who would have Twen the loser* by 
Ihe robbery? Th* insurance company 
ir I do not mistake th* caa*. For the 
gaekwar, through hi* representative, 
t'hlnje. had the diamond insured fo- 
al] the time It was his properly and 
in Ki.gland. and Ihe committee had 
11 Insured from the time it became 
their property 

had become their property. 


"it 


g.ekwar would bare 
He sets ' 


got 


hare paid th* city for 


The 

. hla check 

pr«k.. ™ d TW city would" ItTvw'Vo.t 
them Blue Rai.h. and the In 
company would ba- 
the to** - 

"The next offlc* along th. corridor 
from Mr. Anderson'* i* (he Central 
l^indon Electric Lighting Compan* 
Many consumers call. Mrs. Chlnje was 
not suspected if any f*lonious pur- 
pose when she a., seen In that 
ndor— and she waa seen by a 
and hy an engineer. 


After my minul negative had told 
of a pretty young lady of whom 
the thief thinks at ihe moment of hi* 


theft 1 went 
If such a oils 


'had'Te'cTJen 


.1T TB ^. \ hr ■Ur* 1 mr gugPBJIoag are 
•filh Chlnje The emotions have each 
a note, distinct, like the notatf of a 
piano, though only audibta to the 
trained mind Roth tsia and myself de- 
tect from i'hlnje the not* of fear, I 
arrange, then, that he remain*. 

"My talk of examining; th* gaek- 
war'a welting Is a ruse. It is CWajVa 
apartment and the fair lady I expect 
to And there thai I am anxious to ex- 
amine. 

"Then, In spue that he 1* th* mo*' 
cool of us all. ■ as. that he suspect. 

. h. a ss^tt 

Klaw. and we all left the office andi ,! «< ' hav. the pow.r to .ecur* ti„ 

'aatrat negative, there had been no evi. 
d*uce %t all. 

■ The re |» th* third accomplice — he 
who howled la the courtyard- but f 
fear, as b* so cleverly vanished we 
shall never know hi* name. 

"And how was It dona, and why did 
tins nmn ona howl?" 

Mori* Klaw paused and looked 
I Ws^awaiUd hla next woi t- 


"t aha II not make you 
Moris Klaw. "I sbatl tell you 
was thinking of at the 
instant — that mysterious 

"He was thinking of I wo thinga On* 
waa a very prstty. f*lr young lady. 


coffee but Mocha— a thing you Bngllah and th« other was a funny thing, H* 

hour. J was th'nking of throwing tw*lvs pea- 


weni down In the lift to the hall 

"Two cabs will be needful." said 
Mori* Klaw, *nd two cabs were sum- 
moned. 

Sir John Carron. th* Anderson*, and 
Mori* Klaw rule red on*; Iais Klaw. 
Urlraahy. Chlnje. and I the other. 
The Hot*! Astoria," directed Chlnje 
Throughout the drive to the Strand 
1st* Chatted lo Grimsby, to hi* great 
delight Mr. ChtnJ* contented himseir 
with monosyllabllc replies io my occa- 
sional observations. He seemed to be 
disgusted wllh th* manner In which 
the Inquiry waa being conducted. 
When the two cab* drove mm th* 
of th* hotel. the one In 
I was seated followed th* 
other. Mr. Chinj*. on my left, de- 
scended drat* and Moris Klaw also de- 
scended first from th* cab In front, 

Aa he did so he stumbled on lb* 
•up. and clutched at ChlaJ* for •up- 
port. 1*1* leaped forward lo hi* aa- 
iliUnce. 

"Ah." growled Klaw. hobbling pain- 
fully and resting one hand upon 
shoulder and the other upon 
-that foolish ankle of 
nxbx*! Bow unfortunate! Aa accident. 
Mr. t'hlnje. which I met with In Kgypt 
1 fell quit* twenty feet tn the shaft 
of a tomb w* were exploring afld 


I suff*r yat." 


!^?hS^^ 

'l 1 **"- nowl*r was waul- 
«?5- i mad, him some signal. The 
signal meant: Th* Blue Rajah ha* 
b.-rn placed upon th* labia— Sowi" 

The on* below obeyed, and the 
commit.**. Ilk. foollafi .heep— yer. 
«entl.m«i. like no-headed «ttle. 
thinga. flocked to the window Rut 
Ch_nj> did not flock ■* t t n them t.ike 
wa. at th* 
the "!!■(* 
. and Meg, 
large hind -bag open, 
-as walling outside the door In the 
corridor. Ilk. some new kind of wicket 
keeper Chin's tossed th* diamond 
through the little square ventilator' 

"H* had been practising for week* 
— «v*r Bine* he knew that the com- 
mittee would meet In that room — toss- 
ing peanut. Into th* square opening 
or a parrot case placed at th* came 
height from the floor as a ventilator 
over Hn Anderson's doorway: 

"Gentlemen, these Hindus ar* very 
clever, but talking of their clev.mesi 
v.ry .thirsty. I think I 


vn nje nia not nock with II 
a deft-handed conjurer, ha a 
table, th* diamond wa* In 
rubber purse held ready. < 
Chlnje, with her large hind- 
i* do 


about a bottle at 


far 


